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Important Events in the French Revolution 
 

Notes 

 
EVENT 1 – The Tennis Court Oath (p. 390- 391)  

• Explain why King Louis XVI called a meeting of the  
Estates-General.  

• Mention some of the Cahiers, and the forming of the                                       
National Assembly 

• Explain the 3rd estate’s goals.   

• Explain the 3rd estate’s objection to the voting.  

• Explain the Tennis Court Oath and the effects. 
 

 

 
EVENT 2 – Storming the Bastille (p. 391-392) 

• What led up to/caused this 

• Include the details of the event 

• Explain the results of the event -392 – (political crisis leads to 
revolt) 

• Great Fear 
 

 

 
EVENT 3 – Creation of the Declaration of Rights of man (and 
women): a new constitution (p 393-394, 398) 

• Explain events leading up to this – end of feudalism, end of 
privilege. 

• Explain the details the Declaration of the Rights of Man.  

• Connect to the ideas of the Enlightenment.  

• Explain the discussions held around women’s rights 

• Explain King Louis’ reaction to the document. 
 

 

 
EVENT 4 – Women march on Versailles (p. 394-396) 

• Explain the causes of women marching to Paris, along with 
their goals 

• Explain what happened once they arrived in Paris, and what 
they accomplished 

• Describe how the national assembly interacted with the         
church  

• Describe the new constitution in detail 

• Describe the capturing of the king 

 

 
EVENT 5 - Radicals Take Over (p.396-400)  

• Explain what caused the rise of more radical (extreme)       
groups of revolutionaries and describe these new groups                                             
(sans-culottes, Jacobin) 

•   Describe the wars that these groups engaged in and why 

• Describe the events surrounding the “September Massacres” 

• Describe events surrounding the kings capture and execution 
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EVENT 6 - The Reign of Terror (p. 399-402)  

• Explain the purpose of the Committee for Public Safety, and 
what actions they took to strengthen France 

• Explain Robespierre’s involvement in the Revolution.  

• Explain the mass executions that took place during this time 
period in detail, especially highlighting the use of the                
guillotine 

• Explain how it ended, and what type of government formed.  
 

 

EVENT 7 – Revolution Brings Change! (404 and outside sources) 

• Explain the overview of the Revolution from start to finish 
BRIEFLY including causes, details, and finish with the dot   
below, overall effects 

• Explain the vast number of changes that had occurred in 
France because of the Revolution including Nationalism                    
and social reform 

 

 


